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age they fought on foot) was formed of pairs of lovers.1
At Sparta, the like institution was considered an important
side of education, and it was an unlucky boy who was never
taken up and inspired to follow the paths of honour by some
good man and soldier.2 Xenophon, who tells us this, assures
us that the ideal of such friendships was a very high one ;
there is certainly no doubt that they often lasted on through
life and were not mere affairs of fleeting physical passion
that ended with the adolescence of the boy. But when
Xenophon adds that it was considered disgraceful for the
physical side of the matter to be in evidence at all, then,
thinking of the general roughness and fierceness of Greek
life in the early days, one can only hope, and doubt. He
lived in an age when Greece had gained in orderliness and
lost in virtue, and there can be little doubt that he idealizes
the distant hills of the past. There is no doubt at all with
regard to Elis or Boiotia, as Xenophon himself tells us;
nor concerning those other Dorian communities which
developed on parallel lines to Sparta, the cities of Crete, in
some at least of which a kind of legalized rape on a hunting
expedition had become a familiar social institution.3
In the Ionian states, on the other hand, homosexuality
did not nearly so readily win the approval of respectable
people.4 At Chalkis in early days, we hear, such friend-
ships were mistrusted, until the turning of the tide of a
critical battle by the gallant conduct of a lover, who lost
his life on the field, converted his city, and also inspired a
famous song.5 In the late sixth century poets, Anakreon
and Ibykos, there is certainly philandering enough; but
after all, they were the court-poets of a licentious tyrant.
Athens, as we saw, long continued to disapprove. The set
of young aristocrats to which Plato belonged was a minority
—emancipated, free-thinking, suspected by the plain
1	Plut. Pelopidas,  18.   For the Boiotian custom, cf. Plato, loc. cit.,
182 b.
2	Xen., Spartan Polity, ii, 12 ff.;  Plut,, Lykourg. 17.
8 Strabo, x, 483 ; cf. Ar., Politics, 1272&.
* Cf. Plato, 182 b, etc.
6 Plutarch, Love Stories (Mor., p. 760) — Aristotle, fr. 107 Mullet.
k

